
 For this month of February, let us focus on the importance of 

goodwill and understanding for peace in a world that is filled with 

conflict and intolerance.  It is a time for all of us to pause and con-

sider how we are pursuing Rotary‟s Fourth Avenue of Service—

International Service.  It‟s our international service coupled with 

our international fellowship that will do the most good in building a more 

peaceful tomorrow.  As humans, and as Rotarians, we were born to shine 

as a beacon of hope!  We must let our light shine throughout the world.  

Rotary welcomes all men and women and invites them to get their arms 

around the spirit of “Service Above Self” and stand proud and live by the 

high ethical STANDARDS OF The Four Way Test, regardless of race, eth-

nicity, age, religion, or political affiliation.  Rotary shares the value of the 

entire human family and seeks to bring peace by creating world understand-

ing. 

Rotarians around the world practice tolerance and focus on the aspects of 

humanity that make us one.  This quality is the miracle of Rotary especially 

in a world that is filled with spoil sports that often practice intolerance and 

seek to point out our differences.  Rotarians throughout the world enjoy fel-

lowship and friendship at meetings such as the Rotary International Con-

vention and the International Assembly which create watersheds for a life-

time, flying in the face of stereotypical stories often portrayed by the media.  

All of this runs parallel with the efforts of too many who aim to separate our  

oneness as the human family.  The strength of Rotary is that   (see page 2) 
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The 2009-10 Rotary Theme was announced by incoming RI Presi-

dent, John Kenny, at the International Assembly on January 19th in 

San Diego, California.  The Rotary International Assembly was  

also privileged to host philanthropist Bill Gates, Jr.   He congratu-

lated Rotarians on the success of the partnership between Rotary 

International and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation to raise funds 

for polio.  To date, Rotarians have already committed more than 

$60 million toward the original $100 million Gates challenge. 

 (See Rotary, Gates Foundation Story on page 3) 

 

Incoming RI President          

John Kenny and wife June 
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We go about our role in building 

peace and world understanding in 

a quiet and confident way, which is 

evident as we respond to human 

needs with projects that serve peo-

ple with whom we have nothing in 

common other than the love and 

respect we have, all because we 

were born to shine and are happy 

to share this world with others. 

Yes, February is World Under-

standing Month—a month to truly 

realize that Rotary builds under-

standing through programs such as 

Group Study Exchange, Youth Ex-

change, Ambassadorial Scholar-

ships, Grants for University Teach-

ers, Kirchner Scholarships and 

World Peace Scholarships.  What 

stands out so profoundly is that we 

touch lives, one person at a time, 

providing such a needed miracle to 

build world understanding.  I invite 

you to share and let your light 

shine by asking someone to join  

Rotary.  Let your light shine by get-

ting involved in Rotary beyond the 

local club level.  I could never re-

pay Rotary for what it has given 

me.  I am fulfilled by the rich ex-

periences provided by getting ac-

quainted with and knowing and 

serving others even though they 

may seem quite different.  This 

warm fuzzy feeling cannot be 

measured easily or simply put into 

words; many times it can only be 

felt. 
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administration easier.  The good 

news is that it is seamless and 

contained in an online operating 

system with your data located off-

site and backed up in two different 

locations. 

What a deal we have found for 

you!  I hope to see each and every 

District 6110 Rotary Club using this 

new software as it will truly help 

better your clubs while making life 

much easier.    Governor Ron 

———————————————- 

GRANT INTERVIEW 

DATE    CHANGED 

The Rotary Ambassadorial and 

Kirchner Grants and the  University 

Teacher Grants have been re-

scheduled.  The scholarship in-

terviews are now scheduled for 

Saturday, August 15, 2009.    All 

interviews will be held at the Holi-

day Inn in Springdale, AR.   Please 

make this important change to your 

calendars! 

———————————————- 

2008 RYLA VIDEO NOW 

ON WEBSITE 

A Windows Media Video of the 

2008 RYLA Camp is now available 

for download at http://ri6110.org/

ryla/ryla.htm .  The file is 89MB so 

it may take a few minutes to 

download over a broadband con-

nection.  Our RYLA Chairman, 

Mike Rogers, encourages each 

club to show this video during a 

Rotary meeting and have your 

RYLA representative talk about it 

while it plays.  RYLA will be held 

next month, March 26-29.  Follow 

the link for registration and infor-

mation. 




 

In early January, the Finance Com-

mittee approved the purchase of 

“user rights” for simply the best 

software—it‟s already out of the 

box in record time thanks to Nick 

Nail and Terri Pollmiller.  Club sec-

retaries, hold on to your hats!  You 

will be receiving an e-mail an-

nouncing the rollout of the new 

software soon.  Please give it your 

undivided attention and begin 

working with this new and fantastic 

software.  Each club secretary will 

be assigned a trainer from the be-

ginning with more advanced train-

ing taking place at the District As-

sembly.  Save the date NOW and 

plan to attend the May 2nd event 

at the Embassy Suites in Rogers, 

AR. 

I have always been a proponent for 

the good use of software and have 

long known that every Rotary Club 

in District 6110 is using some sort 

of computer-driven software for 

club rosters, record-keeping, club 

bulletins, billing, or some kind of 

streamlined procedures to make 

club administration less of a bur-

den for the secretaries, treasurers, 

presidents and board members.  

NOW, there is a better way.  You 

may choose the no cost way, but if 

you want more bells and whistles, 

they are available at a minimal 

cost.  These additional modules 

will enable you to do in minutes 

what it used to take you days to 

do. 

I know some of you were happy 

with RI-Cas and I am here to tell 

you that you‟ll be even happier with 

DaCdb as it will make your club 



Musings of a frustrated editor, 

I often wonder if the newsletter 

is read. With 79 clubs, it would 

seem that we should hear from 

more than the same 5 or 6. We 

can publish almost anything 

submitted. Lets  tell about what 

your club is doing!  Address is 

below.  Gene 
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 ROTARY AND THE    

GATES FOUNDATION  

(continued from page 1) 

In recognizing Rotary‟s impressive 

fundraising success and steadfast 

commitment to polio eradication, 

Gates announced that his Founda-

tion has decided to increase its 

challenge grant by $255 million—

for a total of $355 million.  By ac-

cepting the increase, Rotary also 

accepts the challenge to raise an 

additional $100 million in matching 

funds by 30 June 2012 and drives 

the combined Rotary and Gates 

Foundation partnership‟s commit-

ment to a total of $555 million. 

All of the resulting $555 million will 

be spent in support of immuniza-

tion activities carried out by the 

Global Polio Eradication Initiative 

(GPEI) in polio-affected countries.  

The initiative is spearheaded by 

Rotary, the World Health Organiza-

tion (WHO), the U.S. Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention, 

and UNICEF. 

In another welcomed development, 

the United Kingdom‟s Department 

for International Development 

(DFID) pledged $150 million and 

the German government is giving 

an additional $130 million, both to 

the GPEI.  Contributions from the 

U.K. and Germany are separate 

and will not count toward Rotary‟s 

match of the Gates Foundation 

challenge grant. 

The infusion of funds is crucial if 

the world is to finally be rid of polio, 

a crippling, sometimes fatal dis-

ease that poses the highest risk to 

children.  Although the initiative 

has reduced the number of polio 

cases by 99 percent over the past 

two decades, the wild poliovirus 

still persists in four countries ——
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Afghanistan, India, Nigeria, and Paki-

stan —- and imported cases from 

these endemic countries threaten 

other developing nations. 

Your continued participation in this 

effort is crucial to making it a success.  

The Rotary International Board of Di-

rectors and the Trustees of The Ro-

tary Foundation have unanimously 

agreed to accept this challenge grant 

to ensure the success of the PolioPlus 

program.  Rotary and the  Gates 

Foundation intend for their funding 

partnership to set an example for the 

rest of the world.  We feel confident 

that this extraordinary partnership will 

serve as a catalyst for further dona-

tions from others to help us realize the 

dream of a polio-free world. 

When Rotary entered the 

fight against polio in 1985, 

we promised every child a 

world free from the threat of 

polio.  We are almost there.  

This funding agreement be-

tween Rotary and the Gates 

Foundation is a huge step 

forward, bringing us even 

closer to our goal.  Success 

is our only option.  Together 

we can End Polio Now. 

For more information, please visit the 

following website:   www.rotary.org. 

Bill Gates at International Assembly 

announcing additional grant 
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What’s Happening in District 6110 Rotary Clubs 






     
     
      



         

       

        
     




Rotary International Convention 

Birmingham, England, continues to be more of a bar-

gain as we close in on the convention date.  The pound 

exchanged at $1.35 this week, the lowest since 1985, 

down from $2 last year.  It has become a bargain 

venue that is truly special with some of the best of Eng-

land‟s history at your beck and call—from Shakespeare 

to Warwick Castle—to the whole of the British Isles:   

Scotland—Ireland—Wales.  

President D.K. Lee has scheduled a Presidential Rec-

ognition Luncheon, to be held on Monday, June 22, for 

all current club presidents.  This will be a very special 

event for your presidents, so we encourage them to 

attend. 

This is our chance to turn the tables and invade Eng-

land!  Spread the word about the significance of attend-

ing the International Convention and its impact on all 

Rotarians.        Brian Andersen, Rotary International 

Don’t forget the sleeper in our district—MSNI—it is just one of the great projects of the Rotary World.  Keep your 
community aware of the need for medical equipment and supplies!     




   

By Dr. Jagdish Bhatt  of the Rotary Club of 

Bombay Airport, Mumbai, India 

This article was first written for Rotarians on 

the Internet (ROTI) and has been published in 

over 150 Rotary club bulletins and translated 

into French, Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, 

German and Thai languages after being on 

the ROTI website.  Dr. Jagdish is a charter 

member of ROTI. 

ATTENDANCE:  They always make 

it a point to attend as many Rotary 

meetings of their clubs and also of 

other clubs, as is possible.  They are 

aware that attending Rotary meet-

ings is a very important part of being 

a Rotarian.  They do not miss any 

chance to attend such meetings.  

They also attend meetings of various 

committees of which they are mem-

bers and even some others if they 

are invited. 

They are keen to attend various dis-

trict functions and all projects of their 

club.  They are proud to attend the 

district assembly and the district con-

ference every year.  They would try 

to attend the Rotary convention at 

least once in five years. 

FELLOWSHIP: They enjoy meeting 

other Rotarians.  They  often feel that 

in some of the Rotary functions, 

meeting and exchanging greetings 

with others is often as important as 

actual transactions of the meeting.  

They go out of their way to talk to 

those whom they do not know. 

They go by the dictum that a 

stranger is a friend whom you have 

not yet met.  Even outside Rotary 

they enjoy meeting people and get-

ting acquainted with them.  At large 

gatherings of Rotarians they try to 

meet members from other clubs, 

rather than fraternizing with mem-

bers of their own club. 

    (see Seven Habits on page 6) 

WORDS FROM A.C. MONCRIEF, DGE 09-10 

The announcement of the upcoming theme for the Rotary year is always 

one of the most memorable moments during the International Assembly.  

This year‟s theme as presented by the eloquent Scotsman, RI President 

John Kenny, was ranked as the week‟s highlight by many attendees. 

The impact and implications of the theme are reinforced during stimulating 

keynote speakers and well organized, expertly facilitated breakout ses-

sions. 

Being in the room with Bill Gates, wearing his big grin and his Rotary base-

ball cap, was even more special when he announced his additional gift of 

$255 million to Rotary to eradicate Polio. 

“We have the strategy, the tools”, Bill said, “in some places it might require 

ten doses to get  the job done, but Rotary shows the evidence we can do 

this, and we will be there to celebrate the victory with you when polio is 

eradicated.  This world project would not be progressing as it is without 

Rotary.  When Rotarians talk, people listen”.  The crowd went wild with 

enthusiasm.   The next day it was announced his cap would be auctioned 

as another fundraiser. 

Every speaker, every workshop made you realize the Rotary symbol 

stands for something good everywhere in the world.  It gave you pause to 

ask yourself what does the Rotary wheel stand for in my life, in my club, in 

my community? 

The International Assembly guarantees every participant that the Rotary 

experience will never end.  You simply make too many friends for life.  

Your heart just gets filled up too many times.  It‟s amazing how many out-

standing leaders are committed to Rotary. 

Please consider yourself someday as a part of this life changing opportu-

nity.  “The Future of Rotary Is In Your Hands.” 

   >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

KEYS TO ROTARY FUTURE AT DISTRICT ASSEMBLY 

Bring your club team to Rogers, AR on Saturday, May 2, 2009.  Our Dis-

trict technology team will be demonstrating a Rotary revolution for your 

club.  You will be very impressed with the program and services the district 

is providing for your club. 

Bring your family to hear the Four Way Speeches.  You will be im-

pressed with the interpretations of our young people on this outstanding 

Rotary tradition. 

Bring your wife to shop!  All the major stores, even the restaurants, are 

giving a 10% discount to those who identify themselves as members of 

Rotary families. 

Bring your goals, ideas for enhancements. 

“The Future of Rotary Is In Your Hands.”          A.C. Moncrief 



Seven Habits continued: 

VOCATION:  They have respect for every vocation.    

Vocation and classification are the basis of Rotary.  They 

firmly believe that each vocation provides a cog in the 

wheel and each one has its own importance, however 

insignificant it may appear by itself in comparison with 

others.  They firmly subscribe to the view that each per-

son should try to excel in whatever he is doing and try to 

help others to reach a higher level of efficiency in their 

work. 

DISCIPLINE: They believe that no useful work can be 

achieved in a productive manner without discipline, both 

within and outside.  They appreciate the value of self-

discipline because they are aware that like charity, disci-

pline begins at home.  Not only do they practice discipline 

but will also enforce it when needed. 

TIME, MONEY AND ENERGY: They know that they are 

in Rotary for a purpose.  They fully realize that they have 

to earmark a certain amount of time, money and energy 

for Rotary as a part of being a Rotarian.  They also real-

ize that they are members of a society where all these 

three items are to be shared for their vocation, family and 

the community.  They see to it that a proper balance is 

maintained while rationing out these commodities. 

EMPATHY:  They put themselves in the position of the 

other person, especially if the other person is in difficulty.  

They know that mere sympathy is never enough. They 

feel the pain and experience difficulties of others them-

selves. 

IMAGE OF ROTARY: There may be moments when they 

feel that all is not right with Rotary. They may feel that 

there is „politics‟ in Rotary.  They know that there are 

some elements in  Rotary who should not be there.  

They, however, look at the good aspects of Rotary.  In 

public and outside Rotary, they always make it a point to 

project the best fact of Rotary.  They would not like to let 

the public image of Rotary get tarnished.    >>>>>>>>> 

February—World Understanding Month 

Reminders: 

HELP! Get your ask in gear—we are falling be-

hind on our District Membership Goal of 10% net 

or 510 new members.  DGE A.C. Moncrief „s goal 

for his year is “6110 in 2010”. 

February 23—Observe Rotary‟s Anniversary and 

World Understanding and Peace Day. 

Clubs are invited to submit names for nomina-

tion for District Governor Nominee-Nominee. 

Clubs are reminded to prepare for Magazine 

Month in April. 

DO make reservations for the RI Convention in   

Birmingham, England 

Multi-district PETS is March 20 and 21 at the      

Holiday Inn in Ft. Smith, AR.      >>>>>>>>> 

 

A Rotarian’s Thoughts—by George R. Spence 

Every year, RI has a slogan, established by the RI President, which 

serves as a theme for the year.  The slogans are printed during the 

year in Rotary literature and when the DG comes to town, the slo-

gan is usually expounded on and emphasized.  Though I understand 

the reason for the slogans, I generally find them to be pat and not 

particularly motivating. 

Not every year though—one year the slogan was “Mankind Is Our 

Business”.  I thought it was catchy.  It succinctly stated Rotary’s 

worldwide mission.  I was fortunate that year to be given a Rotary 

pin with the slogan emblazoned on it, which I wear often. 

But now, as Paul Harvey says—the rest of the story.  I enjoy the 

Christmas season—the traditions, private and public, which go back 

to my childhood, and which I build on every year.  One of those 

traditions is A Christmas Carol, specifically the many video adapta-

tions of the Dickens’ story.  I enjoy them all (though some more 

than others—I can do without The Muppet Christmas Carol).  

Last year, trying to catch the 1951 version with Alistair Sim, I saw 

in close succession the recent Patrick Stewart version (very good) 

and of course the omnipresent 1938 version with Reginald Owen.  

Seeing them in close succession, I noted the subtle differences. This 

set me to wondering, in a fundamentalist mode of thought, what 

Dickens’ original version said and how the adaptations might have 

changed its meaning. 

I sought out and quickly located a cheap paperback version of Dick-

ens’ work, and I read it through.  I did find some minor differences, 

though none so significant that they stuck with me.  What did reso-

nate however was something I had seen repeatedly on film, but 

reading it gave it a whole new significance. 

In an early scene, Scrooge had arrived home and is seated before 

the fire having his evening gruel.  The spirit of his deceased partner, 

Jacob Marley, comes to warn him of the fate that lies before him.  

Though initially taken aback by the presence of a ghost, Scrooge 

quickly acclimates himself to the spirit’s presence.  As Marley de-

scribes the horror of his afterlife and that the state of his existence 

was due to the way he carried out his life, Scrooge interrupts him, 

coming to his defense and exclaims, “But you were always a good 

man of business, Jacob.” 

(see next page) 



Marley’s ghost immediately retorts to Scrooge what are the key words of 

the story, “Business! Mankind was my business.  The common welfare 

was my business; charity, mercy, forbearance, and benevolence were all 

my business.  The dealings of my trade were but a drop in the compre-

hensive ocean of my business!”  Reading this connected the Rotary slo-

gan to its deeper meaning. 

Whether the Rotary International President using these words knew it or 

not, he was giving us all an important message, one we need  to hear and 

be reminded of from time to time.  Marley tells us that mankind is our 

business.  That much is simple and obvious.  But taking the next step, it 

is vital to note that Marley’s words to Scrooge (and to us) are not for the 

benefit of mankind, but for the benefit of Scrooge.  Marley’s plea that 

Scrooge make mankind his business is not to save mankind, but rather to 

save Scrooge—to prevent him from sharing Marley’s fate. 

We have all seen the movie, and we know what Scrooge does with what 

he learns.  What will each of us do?  Mankind is indeed our business. 

 

Alliance for smiles report from the 
Philippines  

The work of the Alliance for Smiles continues.  Your district 

helped with the mission to Huangshi in October.  We have 

just finished our first mission to the Philippines and the fol-

lowing report is from Alliance for Smiles Medical Photogra-

pher, Rotarian Dave Fowler from Nebraska.  If you or your 

club are willing to support our future missions, let PDG Don 

Walker know of your interest.  Anita Stangl, Alliance for 

Smiles. 

Santiago City, The Philippines 

Nearly all of the children who come for cleft repair are 

young, 3 months to 10 years, and most of those are under 

5.  Bernie Villar was 22 and had lived all his life with an un-

repaired bi-lateral cleft lip.  That means he had two splits in 

his lip and he was so self-conscious that he never let any-

one see his face.  Our hotel owner, Noime, had employed 

Bernie at one of her farms and even she did not know until 

recently that he had a cleft deformity.  If he wasn‟t looking 

down and hiding his face under his cap, he would hold a 

towel up to his face so nobody could see.  Yesterday, Dr. 

Don LaRosa, renown plastic surgeon from Pennsylvania, 

repaired Bernie‟s lip and made him handsome—so hand-

some that Bernie didn‟t recognize himself in the mirror in 

the recovery room.  His mother came into see him shortly 

after the surgery and even she wasn‟t sure it was her son. 

Bernie still has a severe cleft palate that might be repaired 

on another visit, but for now, he is beginning to adjust to his 

new look.  Because of his habit of being shy and hiding his 

face, all of the attention he got before and after surgery was     

overwhelming.  And, because 16 of his teeth had to 

be removed (6 the day before and 10 in the morning 

before he was taken to the operating room) so the 

surgery could be successful, he has a lot of healing 

to do.  The healing will not only be on the outside 

but also on the inside.  Bernie‟s habit of covering his 

face is so strong that he even covered himself while 

being wheeled from the recover room to the ward.  

That habit is going to be hard to overcome but, as 

soon as the ladies see him, it might change.  He is 

now a very handsome man thanks to the volunteers 

from Alliance for Smiles. 

The hotel staff hosted a banquet in our honor and 

there was more than enough laughter and tears to 

go around.  Noime introduced each team member 

and asked each one to come to the front to share 

their thoughts about the mission.  Then, she intro-

duced 8 or 10 families she had arranged to be there, 

parents who brought their children who had received 

surgery at some time during the past two weeks.  

That really brought on the tears as we saw these 

little kids, one who was only 10 weeks old and 

whose parents had traveled 2 hours to get here. 

But the highlight was one young man, 14 year old 

Daniel Padcayan, who had never been to school 

because of the ridicule he received.  After all the 

speeches and tears and hugging the hotel staff 

started playing Karaoke and Jill, our dental hygienist 

saw Daniel sitting on the chair crying. She asked 

him to dance and that was when the fun began.  It 

was like a butterfly emerging from a cocoon.  Daniel 

turned out to be a dancing machine and before it 

was all over he was dancing by himself in the middle 

of the floor surrounded by everyone there, cheering 

and whistling and clapping their hands.  And his fa-

ther was there watching his son be the center of 

joyous attention for the first time in his life, and he 

was crying too.  And, now I‟m crying again as I write 

this. 

This evening was the most emotional of any of the 7 

missions I have worked.  And, that‟s what makes all 

the work worthwhile.  

Tomorrow is the final clinic.  All the surgeries have 

been completed.  All 117.  We hope to see most of 

the patients again for the last time before we leave.   

But, we‟ll be back again next year... 



2 0 0 8 - 2 0 0 9                              

 District Objectives 

Launch Interactive  District Website. 

100% of clubs receiving a Presidential Citation 

with concentration on health, hunger, water 

and literacy in order to reduce child mortality at 

home and internationally. 

Increase membership 10% net as suggested 

by President  D. K. Lee. 

Seek our Alumni as a resource for new mem-

bers. 

Meet D.K. Lee‟s goal to start at least two new 

Rotary clubs. 

Achieve greater public awareness of Rotary 

through the use of Public Relations “Humanity 

in Motion” tools. 

Keep the Bill and Melinda Gates $100 Million 

Challenge uppermost in our minds-we need to 

be creative!   

Achieve an Annual Programs Fund Foundation 

goal averaging $100 per Rotarian and continue 

to make Electronic Funds Transfer a tool for 

ongoing Foundation giving. 

Increase Major Donors. 

Exceed attendance record for District Confer-

ence. 

More clubs supporting RYLA. 

Increase the number of clubs to host Youth 

Exchange and recruiting outbound students. 

Make our Group Study Exchange with District 

2620 in Japan a success. 

Every  club involved in the meaningful Diction-

ary Project. 

Continue to promote and support MSNI and 

Vision Quest. 

Embrace Peace and Conflict Studies. 

Support Ambassadorial and Kirchner Scholar-

ship efforts with applicants. 

 

DISTRICT CALENDAR 

FEBRUARY 2009 

 2 Turn in names of students attending RYLA 

  Camp to RYLA Chair 

 6-8 SCRYE, Tulsa, OK  -   

  Youth Exchange Students and leaders        

  attend,                             

  Tulsa Area Rotarians home host students, 

  District Youth Exchange Team hosts pizza 

  luncheon 

 14 Four Areas of Service Citation nominations 

  due in RI 

 15 Membership Attendance Reports due to      

  District Administrator 

 —————————————————————- 

MARCH 2009 

 14 Significant Achievement Award nominations 

  due in RI 

 15 Membership Attendance Reports due to      

  District Administrator 

 15 DG Membership Report due to RI 

 20-21 Multi-District PETS, Ft. Smith, AR 

 26-29 RYLA  Camp—Heart of the Hills              

  Campground, Tahlequah, OK 

 27 Youth Exchange Rebound Orientation     

  Weekend to prepare current Inbound         

  students for return to home countries 



 

 
 
 

 


